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Drown (continued from page 178) 


in disposing of excess cholesterol. This is accom- 
plished by removing a portion of the liver and 
bathing the hepatic cells with corrective genes; 
then the cells are delivered back into the patient 
via infusion. It has been reported that individuals 
who have had this intervention have experienced a 
drop in their LDL levels by as much as 200-300 
mg/dL. This therapy, in conjunction with the use of 
lipid-lowering medications, substantially reduced 
their risk.1 


COMMENT 
Health care practitioners will need to continually ex- 
pand their knowledge of the genetic origins of dis- 
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ease and the therapies available, in order to identify 
patients and some of the family members who will 
need appropriate referrals. These individuals will 
need an advocate, given the challenges that the 
health care industry continues to pose. 
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